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Highlights the private side of this public figureâ€”his weaknesses as well as his heroics; his religious

life and domestic affairs. Robert Dankoff has culled passages from Evliya Celebi's Book of Travels

that deal directly with the life and times of Celebi's patron, Melek Ahmed Pasha, an outstanding

seventeenth-century military and administrative leader. Celebi's account is sensitive to all the

currents of his age and reflects them in his narrative. His wry comments and observations extend

from the intimate details of daily life, and the attitudes of the lower classes, to the deeds of the

mighty, the ideals of the age, and the fate of the empire. He concentrates on the later phase of

Pasha's career, beginning with his appointment as Grand Vizier in 1650. Because Celebi was

Pasha's confidant as well as his protege, there is a level of intimacy, almost a psychological portrait,

quite unusual in Ottoman and Islamic literature. The narrative highlights the private side of this

public figure -- his weaknesses as well as his heroics; his religious life and domestic affairs -- in

particular, his relations with his two successive wives, both sultanas or princesses.
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Dankoff's super translation of Evliya Celeb's Book of Travelsguides you through the intricacies of



Ottoman life, how thespoils of war were displayed, and with that as with a movie whichis a bit too

violent, I wanted to close my eyes. Through the book,you feel you have a better grasp of just what

everyday life was likein the Ottoman court. Great read for those who want a graspof Ottoman

society.
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